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Invincible Weapon

True prayer is the driving
force of the world since it keeps
it open to God. Without prayer
there is no hope but only illu-
sion. Without the dimension of
prayer, man’s ego ends up|
withdrawing into himself, and
the conscience, which should
be an echo of God’'s voice, &
risks being reduced to a mirror |
of the self, so that the inner
conversation becomes a mono-
logue, giving rise to self justifi-
cations by the thousands.

Prayer is a guarantee of
openness to others. True
prayer is never self-centered, it
is always centered on the
other. The greater the hope |
that enlivens us, the greater is |}
the ability within us to suffer for
the love of truth and good, joy-
fully offering up the minor and major dally hardships
and inserting them into Christ’s great compassion.

Prayer nourishes hope because nothing ex-
presses the reality of God in our life better than pray-
ing with faith. Even in the loneliness of the most se-
vere trial, nothing and no one can prevent me from
addressing the Father “in the secret” of my heart,
where he alone “sees.”  Benedict XVI - ECHO 198
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Message of
August 25, 2008

“Dear children! Also today
| call you to personal
conversion. You be those
who will convert and, with [
your life, will witness, Iove,
forgive and bring the joy of
the Risen One into this

{world, where my Son died
and where people do notE

feel a need to seek Him
and to discover Him in their
lives. You adore Him, and

“Medjugorje is the fulflllment and
continuation of Fatima.” Pope John
Paul 1l to Bishop Hnilica August 1, 1989
“Medjugorje, Medjugorje, it's the spiri-
tual heart of the world”. Pope John Paul

may your hope be hope to
those hearts who do not have
Jesus. Thank you for having
responded to my call.”

jugorje.”

Il to Bishop Maurillo Kreiger.

“We are all praying one Hail Mary be-
fore Holy Mass to Our Lady of Med-
Mother Teresa wrote in her
own hand to Denis Nolan April 8 1992

See page 14 for these and other quotes.

Catholics who support abortion

should

not receive Communion, says Archbishop Burke

Rome, Aug 19, 2008 / 10:00 am (CNA).- The prefect of the
Apostolic Signature , Archbishop Raymond Burke , said this
week that Catholics, especially politicians who publically de-
fend abortion, should not receive Communion, and that minis-
ters of Communion should be responsibly charitable in denying
it to them if they ask for it, “until they have reformed their lives.”

In an interview with the magazine, Radici Christiane,
Archbishop Burke pointed out that there is often a lack of rever-
ence at Mass when receiving Communion. “Receiving the Body
and Blood of Christ unworthily is a sacrilege,” he warned. “If it
is done deliberately in mortal sin it is a sacrilege.”

To illustrate his point, he referred to “public officials who, with
knowledge and consent, uphold actions that are against the

pression that one can be in a state of mortal sin and receive
the Eucharist,” the archbishop continued. “Secondly, there
could be another form of scandal, consisting of leading people
to think that the public act that this person is doing, which until
now everyone believed was a serious sin, is really not that seri-
ous - if the Church allows him or her to receive Communion.”

“If we have a public figure who is openly and deliberately up-
holding abortion rights and receiving the Eucharist, what will
the average person think? He or she could come to believe that
it up to a certain point it is okay to do away with an innocent life
in the mother’'s womb,” he warned.

Archbishop Burke also noted that when a bishop or a Church
leader prevents an abortion supporter from receiving Commun-

Divine and Eternal moral law. For exam-
ple, if they support abortion, which entails
the taking of innocent and defenseless
human lives. A person who commits sin in
this way should be publicly admonished in
such a way as to not receive Communion

on, “it is not with the intention of interfering in
public life but rather in the spiritual state of the
politician or public official who, if Catholic, should
follow the divine law in the public sphere as
well.”

“Therefore, it is simply ridiculous and wrong to

Read the Signs of the
Times-John Paul I

“The hour of the lay faithful” has
arrived, the Pope said when meet-
ing with bishops from the ecclesias-
tical provinces of Indianapolis, Chi-
cago and Milwaukee, during their
five-yearly visit to Rome.---

“Taking up this challenge, how-
ever, will require a realistic and
comprehensive reading of the
‘signs of the times,’ in order to de-
velop a persuasive presentation of
the Catholic faith,” he observed.---

“Now is above all the hour of the
lay faithful, who, by their specific
vocation to shape the secular world
in accordance with the Gospel, are
called to carry forward the Church’s
prophetic mission by evangelizing
the various spheres of family, so-
cial, professional and cultural life.”
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